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Celebrating Difference and Diversity in the Arts and Cultures of Cyprus 
 

THE 1st UNIVERSITY OF NICOSIA «DIVERSITY ARTS FESTIVAL»  

 
 
The University of Nicosia’s 1st “Diversity Arts Festival” will celebrate the island’s diversity 
in arts and cultures on Thursday, 10 October 2013. The Festival’s tripartite programme 
will consist of academic presentations, an art exhibition, and musical performances by 
artists living on the island.  
 
Giorgos Moleskis, President of the Union for Cyprus Writers, will commence the Panel 
Discussion on diversity and the arts in Cyprus, with a presentation on the representation 
of the homeland in Cypriot poetry. Anber Onar, co-founder of Sidestreets Educational 

and Cultural Initiatives and Elizabeth Hoak-Doering, Associate Professor in the 
Department of Design and Multimedia at the University of Nicosia, will each speak on 
the subject of visual arts in Cyprus. Michael Hadjimichael, Associate Professor in the 
Department of Communications at the University of Nicosia, will discuss musical 
diversity on Cyprus radio. Stavros Karayanni, Associate Professor in the Department of 
Humanities at European University Cyprus, will explore various intersections among 
Cypriot landscape, memory, and art in his presentation. Panel moderator is Paul 
Stewart, Professor in the Department of Languages and Literature at the University of 
Nicosia. The Festival’s Panel Discussion is scheduled for 6:00pm-8:00pm at the 
UNESCO Amphitheatre. 
 
The Diversity Art and Design Exhibition will feature paintings, photographs, posters, 
installations and videos by the students of the Department of Design and Multimedia, 
University of Nicosia. It will take place at the University’s Art and Design Studio, between 
8:00pm and 10:00pm. The works explore diversity, migration, difference and identity 
within the context of contemporary Cyprus. Overarching themes considered in the 
students’ works include: how we perceive our individual and collective selves and how 
we can visually reflect on the ways our social environment shapes behaviours.  
 
Batukinio, Haji Mike and Med Dred, Peter Attah, Pinky, Monsieur Doumani, and 
Wanderlust will take the stage, at the Open Amphitheatre, from 9:00pm to 11:45pm. 
Batukinio is a Brazilian percussion group. They will be joined by guitarist Hasley 
Clauberg. Haji Mike and Med Dred will DJ and perform live Roots Reggae music. They 
will also be joined by MC Peter Attah and vocalist Pinky. Monsieur Doumani is a trio that 
has recently gained many fans both in Cyprus and abroad with the 2013 release of their 
album “Grippy Grappa.” The band rearranges Cypriot traditional songs using a tzoura, 
guitar, and wind instruments. Wanderlust is a female-fronted band from Paphos, with 
alternative rock influences, most notably from Radiohead and P.J. Harvey. In 2012, 



Wanderlust represented Cyprus at the Global Battle of the Bands, which was held in 
London, where they landed 6th place. 
 
Beer sponsor is Aphrodite’s Rock Brewing Company, a small craft brewery located in 
Tsada, employing brewing specialists from Great Britain, the USA, and Cyprus. A 
selection of snacks (including samosas, pirozki, lahmajoun and vegetable skewers) will 
be on offer at affordable prices, prepared by the Millennium Cafeteria. The official Media 
Sponsor is Super FM Radio.  
 
The Diversity Arts Festival is organized by The Cyprus Center for Intercultural Studies, in 
collaboration with the University of Nicosia’s Department of Student Affairs and 
Department of Design and Multimedia. 
 
Entrance to the Diversity Arts Festival is free. The event is open to the public. 
 
 

 


